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If you have comments on the website and/or items for inclusion on it, please contact
Martin West, email: jmartinwest@btinternet.com

Viewpoint is now being produced by a team of volunteers from St. Andrews Church. Any
articles for inclusion in Viewpoint can be sent to David or Beth Ashton-Hilton at

14 Weetwood Road (833592), or sent by email to: david@ashton-hilton.com by the
submission deadline of the 20th of the previous month.

Viewpoint is now available as a downloadable .pdf file from our website. If you would
prefer to receive Viewpoint this way, please let us know.

If you receive Viewpoint by post, and would like to contribute to the cost of postage,
please send a cheque payable to ‘St. Andrew’s PCC'’ to the Church Office.

Morning Communion - on the first Wednesday of the month there will be a “Reading the
Bible together” group at 9:00am, then coffee, followed by a simple
Communion Service at 10:00am.

Evening Communion - This service is short and simple in nature and provides an
opportunity for people who can't get to church on a Sunday or who wish to come to a
mid-week service, perhaps on their way home after work, to find stillness and space to be
with God. This service will have a focus on Healing Prayer.
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7th March - 3rd Sunday of Lent
8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion
Kay Friend
10:30am - Holy Communion
Kay Friend
4:00pm - Family Service
Rev. Matthew Thomson
14th March - 4th Sunday of Lent

Mothering Sunday

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion
Rev. Matthew Thomson

10:30am - Morning Worship

Rev. Matthew Thomson

6:30pm - Café Communion
Rev. Matthew Thomson

21st March - 5th Sunday of Lent

8:00am - Holy Communion
Rev. Matthew Thomson

10:30am - Family Communion
Rev. Matthew Thomson

28th March - Palm Sunday

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion
Rev. Matthew Thomson

10:30am - Holy Communion

29th March - Monday of Holy Week
7:00pm - Meditation

30th March - Tuesday of Holy Week
7:00pm - Meditation

31st March - Wednesday of Holy

Week

9:00am - Holy Communion
7:00pm - Holy Communion
1st April - Maundy Thursday

7:00pm - Holy Communion
Kay Friend
Communal Hand & Foot
Washing
Vigil until 10:00pm

2nd April - Good Friday

10:30am - Family Service at the
Methodist Church
Rev. Matthew Thomson

Noon-3:00pm - Vigil

Kay Friend
4th April - Easter Sunday

6:30am - Sunrise Service
Rev. Matthew Thomson

Start on Millennium 8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion
L Rev. Matthew Thomson
Green, finish in church
with drama by members 10:30am - Easter Communion
of St. Andrews School Rev. Matthew Thomson
6:30am - Holy Communion 4:00pm - Holy Saviour, Puxton
Easter Service
Rev. Matthew Thomson
Monday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Wednesday Holy Communion 9:00 am - Coffee afterwards, see note opposite
Healing Holy Communion 7:00pm - see note opposite
Friday Morning Prayer 9:00am
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“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

Which is worse for you, doing the shopping, getting it from the supermarket to the car to the
kitchen table, or the unpacking of it and putting it away in the fridge or the cupboards??

Ask a hundred people, usually the mother or wife in a relationship, and you may get as many
answers. But on the rare occasion | do the shopping in the Thomson household (in fairness
usually for the one-off meals or for the luxuries) it's the putting things away that | like least.
Packaging removed. Cereals in the containers. Cans stacked with the oldest up first. Old veg
the same, last beneath the first, unless of course they've been left there too long and they've
gone mouldy then they have to be chucked out, etc. etc. When all | really want to do is to
collapse and have a cup of tea!!

It can seem a marathon out there.

The Lenten discipline of taking time out to do “shelf sorting” in our own interior lives is just as,
if not more, important than it is when it comes to doing the shopping. So often we charge
through this life ‘buying’ or adding new memories, ever building up our cupboards and memory
banks. The whole commercial world relies and desperately encourages it simply and solely to
do more.

But where do you get the time, and who wants to help you when you get home to process and
sort out what to keep, what to let go of; what's gone mouldy, and what needs to be savoured
and kept for a rainy day?

There’s much more to the Sacrament of Confession and Absolution than simply listing to God
the things I've done wrong this week, or the things | should have done and haven't, like having
to give a summary of a ‘To Do” List.  This only lowers our self-esteem and sense of self-
worth.

Instead, Confession and Absolution are about taking a walk through your cupboards, doing a
bit of “shelf sorting” together. Sharing with God what have you cherished over this last year,
what have been the good times, the joys, the high points?

What, by contrast, has also caused you most pain? It may be physical pain, emotional pain, or
spiritual pain, or a combination of all three. It can include those things which we regret and
which we feel guilty or ashamed about, but it can also include far more than this. It can
include those things which have made us sad or downbeat, those things which we had hoped
would work out, the person we had wanted to get better, the brokenness or coldness in our
relationships without necessarily attributing fault. Just the sheer hard grind, busyness and
struggle of it all — can and do we believe we can bring these to Jesus too?

Take time out this Lent to do a little bit less ‘shopping’ and a little more time sorting through the
memories that we have. For the good ones give thanks. And for the painful ones? Why not
write them down. See them for what they are, no more and no less. Then bring them with you
to Church. Offer them privately at the time of Confession either during the service or in the
Side Chapel afterwards. Receive the soothing balm of God's cleansing and Absolution.

And if you can’t get to Church? Well, where you are offer your thoughts, your prayers of
what's on your heart to Him. Avoid the desire to be flippant or to avoid the real issues.
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When talking to someone recently about why they thought Jesus had to die on the Cross
they replied, “Well He had to. He didn’t come to avoid the pain but to deal with it.”

Sadly, all too often | find, people feel so guilty about the state of their ‘cupboards’ that they
would rather Jesus wasn't there when they opened them. But rarely, if ever, does the state
of our ‘cupboard’ or our heart get better on its own. The festering carrot or whatever
continues to lie behind the newly acquired latest purchase and slowly the whole cupboard
takes on a certain unpleasant aroma all of its own.

Don’t be too proud or feel too guilty to let Jesus ‘deal’ with your pain. He paid too high a
price so that He could do so. Trust the process and experience His life giving love, that

sense of bringing that which was feared out from behind, into the daylight. And let it be

‘dealt’ with and its pain ‘healed.’

May not be the most enjoyable way of spending an afternoon, we do not have to like it just
like shelf-sorting after going shopping, but it doesn't half feel good when you've done it.

And then there’s always the cup of tea.

Take some time out to do some interior journeying with Jesus this Lent.

Matthew Thomson

P.S. A famous bishop, Bishop Joseph Butler once said, “the problem with people today is

not that they think of themselves too much, but that they don’t think of themselves enough.”
He wrote this in 1759. Few things of the heart have really changed.

To those who haven't yet heard me announce | am pleased to confirm that Tim and his wife
Heather will be joining us in June/July of this year so that Tim can serve his curacy over the
next four years. Tim and Heather will be living in 7 Weetwood, as did Vanessa and Dave, and
the Diocese are currently doing a lot to give the property a facelift.

Tim’s Ordination will be on Sunday 4™ July in Wells Cathedral, and I'm sure it will be a special
day for everyone involved. It will also be a special day for a past member of St Andrew’s,
Chris Butler, who after training at Durham is going to be ordained at the same service and
then become Curate at Cheddar.

Reason then for a double celebration. Please put the date in your diary as we hope to give
Tim and Heather a very warm welcome back here in Congresbury afterwards by throwing
them a good party. Tim then will begin his ministry formally on the Monday.

Please keep Tim and Heather very much in your thoughts and your prayers as they prepare to
move down here from Nottingham and for Tim to enjoy these last months as he tries to
complete his studies.

Matthew Thomson




Many of you will have read or heard about the report ‘An anatomy of
Economic reality’ that was published just a few weeks ago. In a
detailed and startling analysis it offered a snapshot of an
increasingly divided nation where the richest 10% of the population
are more than 100 times as wealthy as the poorest 10%. The prime
minister described the findings of the report as ‘sobering.’

We often approach Lent as a sober season and in a very personal
kind of way — ‘what will | give up?’, ‘shall I join a study group?’, ‘shall
| give a little bit extra for a particular charity?’ There is nothing wrong
in any of these, but | can’t help but feel that Lent might also be a
sobering time for the church as community.

As a church, we seem to spend a disproportionate amount of time focussed on what we might
call our ‘internal agenda’ and forget the reality that the church exists not for its own sake but
for the sake of the world. We are not just a ‘gathered’ community, we are also sent, sent to
contribute to the world’s becoming what God intends it to be.

So perhaps we might use some time this Lent to reflect on some gospel imperatives about
justice, beginning with Jesus’ manifesto in Luke 4 (17-19), and as we do, reflect on how our
lives both as individuals and as congregations can make a difference for good in the lives of
others. May all of us seek God'’s grace to keep a Holy Lent.

+Peter Taunton

Luke 4:17-19 NIV

The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is
written: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

We're hoping to have the usual procession from the Millennium Green at 10.30am.
Desperately need a new donkey as Daisy now is far too old. Any contacts please phone
Rosemary in the Church Office (01934) 833126. We will then be joined by members of St
Andrew’s School who are going to share with us the Passion Play that they have been working
on with Caz and Mark.

A wonderful way to start Holy Week. Bring the whole family. Find out if we can find a donkey.
See you on the Green at 10.30am for those who want to do the walk, or in Church afterwards
for those who can’t make it.

Matthew Thomson



Our sympathy to the family and friends of Marjorie Lovegrove who died on 22nd January
2010. The funeral was held at Weston-super-Mare Crematorium on 9th February 2010.

Also to the family and friends of Alan Lionel Tuckfield who died on 24th January 2010. A
memorial service was held at St. Andrews Church on 5th February 2010.

Also to the family and friends of Anthony John Frank Sullivan (Tony)  who died on 27th
January 2010. The funeral was held at St. Andrews Church on 5th February 2010.

Also to the family and friends of Gwendoline Dorothy Clayton (Gwen)  who died on 31st
January 2010. The funeral was held at St. Andrews Church on 12th February 2010.

Also to the family and friends of Graham Whitely who died on 7th February 2010. The funeral
was held at St. Andrews Church on 18th February 2010.

March is a significant month for both of these charities and, whilst we do not support
Traidcraft by donation, we show our continuing support through our monthly sales of cards,
gifts, etc.

Fairtrade fortnight runs from 22" February until 7" March, and this year's theme is the Big
Swap. Its aim is to encourage people to talk about and buy Fairtrade, swapping their normal
purchases for Fairtrade items. Each and every swap will prove that the people of the UK
want producers in the developing world to get a fairer deal.

Tearfund is a Christian charity passionate about the local church bringing justice and
transforming lives — overcoming global poverty.

Global Poverty prayer week is from 1% to 7" March and is now in its third year. Tearfund’s
campaign this year is called One Voice. It is about praying for change and being the change;
the voice of the global church, one people praying for justice, catching a glimpse of God’s
kingdom coming and His will being done.

There will be some One Voice post cards at the back of Church if you wish to send a
donation or a prayer.

Forget the Easter eggs, which are fattening!

This Easter give your friends, relatives and
former villagers

The Congresbury Village

Painting and maintenance jobs Cookbook

undertaken to house and garden
; f compiled by

Free estimate. Competitive rates The Friends of St. Andrew’s Church.

Tel.: 01934 832274 b .
Available, price £2.50, from
or 07957 673462 Congresbury Pharmacy, Broad Street.




Books of Nehemiah (cont'd), Esther and Job
Introduction:
We're nearly there!! | don’t know about you but 1 and 2 Chronicles have been a bit heavy duty. Its a
reminder though that God is there in and through all the ups and downs of history, whether we can clearly
see Him at the time or not.

During this coming month we move on into the return of God’s people to Israel (the Books of Ezra and
Nehemiah — discussed in last month’s sheet) and so into the period known as the “period of the Second
Temple.” This lasted from approx 510BC to AD70 (with the fall of the Temple on Temple Mount in
Jerusalem, predicted by Jesus, as part of the great purging and siege by the Romans. Interestingly, the
stones of the Temple still lie where they fell to this day underneath the outer wall of Temple Mount.)

This month:
Sees the introduction of two new books, Esther and Job, both from this Second Temple period. Of the
two, Job is probably the better known and we’ll look at Job next month.

The Book of Esther:
The Book is thought to date from approx 460-430BC during the time of the Persian Empire. It takes place
at the Persian Court and involves Esther and Mordechi, her uncle. The story line is an epic.

The book commences with a feast organized by Ahasuerus (otherwise thought to be Artaxerxes — King of
Babylon), initially for his court and dignitaries and afterwards for all inhabitants of the city. Ahasuerus
orders his wife Vashti to display her beauty before the guests. She refuses. Ahasuerus removes her as
queen. Ahasuerus then orders all "beautiful young girls to be presented to him, so he can choose a new
queen to replace Vashti. One of these is Esther, who had no parents and is being fostered by her uncle
Mordechai. She finds favour in the king's eyes, and is made his new wife. Esther does not reveal that she
is Jewish. Shortly afterwards, Mordechai discovers a plot by courtiers Bigthan and Teresh to assassinate
Ahasuerus. They are apprehended and executed, and Mordechai's service to the king is recorded.

Ahasuerus appoints Haman as his prime minister. Mordechai, who sits at the palace gates, falls into
Haman's disfavour as he refuses to bow down to him. Having found out that Mordechai is Jewish, Haman
plans to kill not just Mordechai but all the Jews in the empire. He obtains Ahasuerus' permission to
execute this plan, against payment of ten thousand talents of silver, and he casts lots to choose the date
on which to do this - the thirteenth of the month of Adar. When Mordechai finds out about the plans he
orders fasting. Mordechai informs Esther what has happened and tells her to intercede with the King.
She is afraid to break the law and go to the King uninvited. This entails the death penalty. Mordechai tells
her that she must. She requests that all Jews fast and pray for three days together with her, and on the
third day she goes to Ahasuerus, who stretches out his sceptre to her which shows that she is not to be
punished. She invites him to a feast in the company of Haman. During the feast, she asks them to attend
a further feast the next evening. Meanwhile, Haman is again offended by Mordechai and builds a gallows
for him. That night, Ahasuerus suffers from insomnia, and when the court's records are read to him to
help him sleep, he learns of the services rendered by Mordechai in the previous plot against his life.
Ahasuerus is told that Mordechai has not received any recognition for saving the king's life. Just then,
Haman appears, and King Ahasuerus asks Haman what should be done for the man that he wishes to
honour. Thinking that the man that the king wishes to honour is him, Haman says that the man should be
dressed in the king's royal robes and led around on the king's royal horse, while a herald calls: "See how
the king honours a man he wishes to reward!" To his horror, the king instructs Haman to do so to
Mordechai.

Later that evening, Ahasuerus and Haman attend Esther's second banquet, at which she reveals that she
is Jewish and that Haman is planning to exterminate her people, including her. Overcome by rage,
Ahasuerus leaves the room; meanwhile Haman stays behind and begs Esther for his life, falling upon her
in desperation. The king comes back in at this moment and thinks Haman is assaulting the queen; this
makes him angrier than before and he orders Haman hanged on the gallows that had been prepared for
Mordechai. The previous decree against the Jews cannot be annulled, but the king allows the Jews to
defend themselves during attacks. As a result, five hundred attackers and Haman's ten sons are killed.
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Mordechai assumes a prominent position in Ahasuerus' court, and commands an annual commemoration
of the delivery of the Jewish people from annihilation - Purim.

Quite a story. Notice how it echoes so much of the story of Joseph. Remember what we said about
God'’s saving history seeming to repeat itself in style and pattern. Notice also the things that are different,
not just that it takes place in a different country, Persia as opposed to Egypt, but that throughout the story
there is little or no mention of God Himself. Some have argued this shows the book should not really be
called “Scripture,” but | would prefer to pick up the theme mentioned when we looked at Chronicles and
the like, and see that the author assumes God works in and through all history, which includes today!

Bible Together Meetings: March  meetings will be:

Wednesday 3" March 9.00am — 10.00am — in the Chancel as usual.
Wednesday 17" March 8.00pm — 9.00pm — in the Chancel as usual.
Scheme of Reading for March:
Date: Reference: Date: Reference:
Mon 1% Mar 2Chron 35:1 - 36:1 Mon 22" Mar Neh 9:1 — 9:37
Tues 2" Mar 2Chron 36:2 — 36:23 Tues 23 Mar Neh 9:38 — 10:39
Wed 3™ Mar Ezra1:1—2:70 Wed 24" Mar Neh 11:1 — 11:36
(Bible Together Meeting today @9.00am) Thurs 25" Mar Neh 12:1 — 12:47
Thurs 4™ Mar Ezra 3:1 —3:13 Fri 26" Mar Neh 13:1—11:31
Fri 5™ Mar Ezra 4:1—4:24 Sat 27" Mar Esther 1:1 — 1:22
Sat 6" Mar Ezra5:1 —5:17 Sun 2RV | R —
Sun A Y —— Mon 29" Mar Esther 2:1 — 2:23
Mon 8™ Mar Ezra 6:1 — 6:22 Tues 30" Mar Esther 3:1 - 3:15
Tues 9" Mar Ezra7:1-7:28 Wed 31% Mar Esther 4:1 — 4:17
Wed 10" Mar Ezra 8:1 — 8:36 Thurs 1% Apr  Esther 5:1 — 6:14
Thurs 11" Mar Ezra 9:1 - 9:15 Fri 2" Apr  Esther 7:1 - 8:17
Fri 12" Mar Ezra 10:1 — 10:44 Sat 3% Apr  Esther 9:1 - 10:3
Sat 13" Mar Neh 1:1 — 2:10 Sun VALY
Sun 14" Mar s Mon 5" Apr  Job 1:1—1:22
(Mothering Sunday) Tues 6™ Apr  Job 2:1-2:13
Mon 15" Mar Neh 2:11 — 3:32 Wed 7" Apr Job 3:1—3:26
Tues 16" Mar Neh 4:1 — 4:23 (Bible Together Meeting today @ 9.00am)
Wed 17" Mar Neh 5:1 —5:19 Thurs 8" Apr  Job 4:1-5:27
(Bible Together Meeting today @ 8.00pm) Fri g Apr Job 6:1-7:21
Thurs 18" Mar Neh 6:1—7:3 Sat 10™ Apr  Job 8:1-8:22
Fri 19" Mar Neh 7:4 — 7:73a Sun .Y
Sat 20" Mar Neh 7:73b — 8:18 Mon 12" Apr  Job 9:1 —10:22

Sun 21% Mar

Tues 13" Apr

Job 11:1 -11:20

Would you like to sponsor or contribute to the flow

ers in church?

There is opportunity for people to make a donation towards the Church flowers on
a specific weekend - to commemorate a loved one, or a special anniversary. Or
you can help with, or take on doing, the arrangements for a specific date.

If you would like to know more, please contact Jan Denley (01934 833123).

Mark a special date or anniversary by ‘sponsoring’

the Church Floodlights

There is an opportunity for people in the church or village to ‘sponsor’ the lighting
up of St. Andrew’s Church in order to mark a special date or anniversary - perhaps
in memory of a loved one, or as a celebration of a birthday, or whatever.

Please contact the Church Office (01934 833126) for details.




Officials of the Environment Agency have been surprised by the interest and affection which
residents hold for our Millennium Green. Many were incensed and upset by the damage
caused by the Agency when they cut down trees along the riverbanks and caused havoc with
the huge machinery used. Mary Short was appalled when she saw the desecration, made
worse by the persistent rain, and immediately made a strong protest to Andrew Pearce,
Regional Manager of the Agency. She felt that they should have made it clear what massive
work they were carrying out, and at least put up boards explaining the project. Apparently, the
Environment Agency owns the banks of the rivers and rhynes, and used the green to gain
access to trees on the further side of the water. The trees were taken down as they were
breaking down the banks, and it was essential for flood prevention. Andrew Pearce has
apologised for upsetting the village and has made various gestures as reparation. A new ramp
for canoeists has been built into the river, £500 of wild flower seeds will be sown, and the grass
re-seeded when the weather is drier, and substantial tree stumps have been left, for use as
seating or for children’s play. He has also assured Mary that pollarding will now be carried out
on a yearly basis, so lighter machinery can be used.

How gratifying it is when good works are rewarded! Val Hodder, who does sterling work in
making delicious goodies to sell for the Children’s Hospice, has just won £1,000 in the Hospice
lottery.

North Somerset Council's Planning and Regulatory Committee has approved the application for
a large convenience store at the site of the old Bell Public House by the casting vote of the
Chairman, Cllr Nan Kirsen. Richard Kent, Head of Development Control, gave the committee a
very clear direction for approving the application, particularly because the existing building can
be converted to a store anyway. Clir Tom Leimdorfer challenged the officers' interpretation of
planning rules and pointed to recent government guidance, which emphasized the need to
protect existing small shops in village centres. He also questioned why the transport officer
changed his original advice to refuse the application on grounds of traffic safety. Clir
Leimdorfer's proposal to refuse the application resulted in a tied vote at 6:6. Following the
Chairman's casting vote for approval, Cllr Leimdorfer did get agreement for some extra
conditions to be added, such as having no bakery or butcher on site. Clir Jill lles from
neighbouring Yatton ward was amongst those who supported approval of the application.

CliIr Leimdorfer said: 'l am very disappointed by this outcome. It goes against the very clearly
expressed wishes of local residents and against the unanimous vote of South Area Committee.
| believe the committee were not given the right advice by officers. This could be very
damaging for our village centre unless local residents now show strong loyalty to their existing
local shops. | would urge them to do so.'

For those who are 50 years of age and upwards, Outlook meets for fellowship and fun, with
guest speakers and occasional local outings. For those who find it difficult to get about,
transport courtesy of ‘Bluey’ is available. Phone Barbara Patterson (838164) or Monica White
(833850) for transport or more information.

Meetings are from 2:30pm - 4:15pm on the second Monday of the month unless otherwise
stated. On the 12th April a talk will be given by Stella Edwards on the Multiple Sclerosis
Centre, Nailsea. On the 10th May, a cream tea is planned. A poetry afternoon is planned for
the 14th June , when members are invited to bring their poems to the meeting.
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“SPRING HAS SPRUNG!”

SATURDAY 24™ APRIL - 7:30pm
At CHURCHILL COMMUNITY SCHOOL

BAR AVAILABLE

TICKETS £ 10 (£6 under 18)
Family ticket £25
Available from the Church Office

PLEASE COME IN COSTUME
(at least shawls & cravats etc)

All proceeds to
VINE COUNSELLING SERVICES

Diocese of Bath and Wells
The Mission Forum presents:

A Saturday Morning Workshop

with Ann Morisy
renowned author of “Journeying Out” and
“Beyond the Good Samaritan.”

Do we need to love our neighbour?
Standing out for
“healthy” communities.

(An opportunity, or yet another challenge for
Churches and Church Schools)

Saturday 13 ™ March
in the Old Deanery, Wells.
Start 9.30am — Finish 1.00pm

Anyone interested in discovering or
promoting “well-being” in the community

(charity:1117796) is very welcome.
CONCERT
on by the singing group
Saturday 20th March
10am = 12 noon CON SPIRITO
Come and join us for RACHEL WALKER
&

Coffee, Hot Cross Buns & a Chat

There will also be the following stalls:

A new Cake & Tart stall
Please bring along your donations of cakes
and tarts to be sold in aid of the Log Cabin

Book Exchange Stall
Come & browse or bring a book to
exchange

plus the usual Traidcraft stall with our new
range of greetings cards

ABIGAIL BURKINSHAW

SATURDAY 20™ MARCH
At 7:30pm

In ST JAMES CHURCH,
WINSCOMBE

All proceeds to

VINE COUNSELLING SERVICES
(charity:1117796)
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